 In a brief historical overview I will discuss the modern church-Jewish situation in the past 24 years since the end of 1980.

It was fervor of Perestoika (restructuring) in the Soviet Union. And it was in this period the first in the modern history of the Judean-Christian congregation (as it was officially called) has appeared in Kiev. It was founded by Chosen People Ministries with the assistance of the one of Kiev's Baptist churches. My friend Oleg Shcherbakov (now he is a Bishop in Nikolayev, one of the regional centres of Ukraine) and I from time to time during 1990-1991 helped the pastor of this congregation and representative of Chosen People. This congregation was the first and the only one for quite a long time, but, unfortunately, it not only didn’t developed, but also started to decrease. After it was divided three times, several small congregations were formed from it in Kiev (I'm talking all the time about Kiev), not all of which are still exist.

Tragically, this first bud of restored Jewish olive in Kiev has not bloomed. But from this congregation left some ministers who continued Messianic mission in other cities and countries. Among them I would like to highlight Vladimir Pickman.
Around the same time, started a mass exodus of Jews from the former Soviet Union to Israel (and not only to Israel). Thereat you should remember an important fact: during the whole time of aliyah Ukraine held an unconditional primacy of the number of Jews who moved to Eretz Israel.
Since 1990, activities of Christian Zionist organizations which helped Jews to make aliyah has intensified in Ukraine. The first such Christian organization that supported Jews who wanted to move to Israel, and helped so many people, including work in hotspots in the former Soviet Union was “Good News Travels.” Oleg, me, and couple of our friends have actively helped this organization.
Then, almost simultaneously, were formed “Ezra” and “Even Ha'Ezer” (second certainly was better known), and later appeared organization “Jabotinsky operation.” 
Who else have served in this direction? - 1) Countries of Scandinavia - through the “Word of Life”, their associated and related churches; 2) Countries of Western Europe, particularly England and the Netherlands - through the “Good News Travel”; 3) USA (moreover, the role of the Americans has gradually increased, particularly through the “Even Ha'Ezer.”
These were the main sources of information through which believers (mostly from charismatic churches) received some idea of the importance of the blessings of the Jews, about the danger of anti-Semitism, and how good it is to help and somehow serve Jews.

Unfortunately, if we talk in the narrow sense about the Christian-Zionist activities, there were obvious excesses. In particular, it was preached from the different sides that the main task of Christians - not to save and bring the Jews to their Messiah, but their physical movement and aid in the movement in Eretz Israel, and there the Lord Himself will deal with them. And I quote literally, that's what exactly was told to Christians.

These were simple, easy to understand, but, frankly, - not confirmed by Scripture practically, teachings that if we can quickly gather all the Jews in Israel (just put them in Israel), then the Lord will come at once. And just before His coming the church will be raptured, and so it is profitably to the church to gather the Jews in Israel quickly and actively as much as possible.

In this regard, some organizations, particularly Christian Zionist, were even proving to church leaders that Messianic congregations are distracting Christians from their main purpose and you don’t need to serve Jews in terms of their salvation, and it is even harmful to the global-spiritual perspective.

And all this Christian Zionist activity was confirmed by prophecies. And as I began to attend one of two registered Pentecostal churches of Kiev since 1988, this whole situation occurred directly on my memory. And I remember very good that from 1990 began regular prophecies that it is the last free year, and next year freedom for believers will be stopped, and it will be accompanied by Jewish pogroms, so it is necessary to quickly save Jews. These prophecies, as I recall, repeated regularly for four years, from 1990 to 1994, but none of them, of course, came true.

Since the end of 1994 and till the beginning of 1997 there was a break in this activity. At the beginning of 1997 a famous prophetess came to us, and she has already given exact dates: at the end of 1997 in Russia (but not in Ukraine) there will be pogroms. Thus, the Jews would flee to Ukraine, and Ukrainian church would have to take them and forward to Israel. The role of these prophecies was clearly negative. They made church leaders, ministers, and all believers who heard them sceptical about Jewish topic. Especially because aliyah began to fade, and in the second half of 1990s dropped down manifold. We know perfectly how it proceeded.

I firmly believe that, in general, these Christian Zionist organizations as a whole engaged in a noble cause and really helped many thousands, maybe tens of thousands of Jews who had financial and other restrictions to move to Israel. But gradually they were forced to stop their activities because it became less and less Jews who wanted to move to Israel and “Sohnut” (“Jewish Agency”) could cope with them. And with time even ”Jewish Agency” had little work .

 Of course, an interest in the Jewish topic, that wasn’t strong before, almost faded between Christians of Ukraine, Russia and other countries of the former Soviet Union. This was also due to the fact that the waves of repentance in anti-Semitism and prayer for our peoples in this direction have been stopped. And most of the church leaders sincerely believed that the matter is closed. It should also be noted that these mass waves of repentance in anti-Semitism concerned only charismatic churches, and only few Pentecostal and Baptist churches.
Since 1993, Messianic festivals began organized and conducted by Jonathan Bernis. Music festivals were held in St. Petersburg, Moscow, Minsk, Kiev, at that festivals in St. Petersburg, Moscow, as well as in Odessa and Chisinau were big enough. Many thousands of Jews heard for the first time that Yeshua ha Mashiah is no stranger God but their native Jewish Saviour at these festivals. It is hard to say what percentage of Jews who repeated the prayer of repentance, have been really saved, but surely, God made ​​a lot through this ministry. Fading interest in the Jewish ministry also raised among many Christians through this. After these festivals, a number of Messianic congregations appeared, one of them – Kiev Jewish Messianic Congregation.
We should also note conferences organized by Bob Vayner in the early 90s in Moscow. These conferences have collected a large number of ministers from different parts of the Soviet Union (and later from the former Soviet Union), and were very helpful because they covered the Jewish topic from different perspectives, not from only one point of view.

Thanks to all that some minority of believers still turned their attention to the salvation of Jews. And, of course, we have to remember the mission “Jews for Jesus”, which was quite active in various cities of the former Soviet Union. Mission ministers undoubtedly raised interest in Jewish evangelization in some evangelical churches of different denominations. 
We must also emphasize the obvious positive role of Avi Snyder.

A few words about the Messianic congregations that were started after the Jewish festivals. At first they were quite well received by the churches that supported festivals. But, unfortunately, many of these congregations didn’t have much progress, except for congregations in Minsk, Odessa and Kiev.

These congregations have started to create more or less positive view of the Messianic movement in their regions. Although many church leaders still had great questions, fears and various suspicions about them – because then and now, but in a less degree, many church ministers take any certain ministry to Jews as some manifestation “galatianity” (false doctrine which the apostle Paul talks about in the book of Galatians), if I may say so.
Now, about the course of events in the future. I will jump over a certain period of time and focus on the last five years . In the last five years in Ukraine began a breakthrough in relations between the Messianic congregations and churches of different denominations, and not only charismatic, but Pentecostal, Baptist, and, to some extent, with some traditional churches. God did amazing things, and we have to admit that it is especially evident in Kiev, despite the fact that immediately (or almost immediately) this started and actively growing cooperation was attacked from all sides. For example, cooperation of our congregation with the Greek Catholics was suspended (for some time, I hope) by strong Internet attacks against the Greek Catholic church on different (especially - on Orthodox) web sites, and then - on Jewish web sites on which they were accused in collaboration with the Messianic sect. One Orthodox , so to speak, anti-sectarian web site published a series of articles against this cooperation, in particular, it is said  in its publications that the Jews who  come to Greek Catholic Church, cannot be sure that they would not turn out to be in the Messianic sect .

While such materials were placed only in the Orthodox website, our friends from the Greek Catholic Church almost did not react to it. But then, when very large information portals which had a great influence in Ukraine, and owned exclusively by Jews, reprinted articles from "supernumerary" pretty marginal Orthodox web site and thus spread it with many, many thousands of copies, our friends from the Greek Catholic church explained us that they were forced to suspend our cooperation to some extent.

Soon after that, a powerful attack was carried out on the leadership of the Baptist Union, with whom we have excellent relations. Our fellows Baptists fell under a brutal attack by Russian-speaking American Baptist circles, and then - not only Russian conservative Baptist circles in America, but also in Ukraine. It was made for corporate events, in particular for the united conference that we held in Kiev and Lviv, both on the basis of our congregation, and on the basis of mostly Baptist churches, and for the participation of the famous minister of the Baptist movement Gregory Komendant whom we invited.

Our cooperation continues, but, so to speak, at the non official level and without information alerts.

This is very typical for this time. I think the enemy really don’t like the inclusion of the restoration of Israel movement into general church context. He really hate that the Jewish Messianic movement (we can call it something else - New Testament restoration in the midst of the Jewish people, or whatever) is not closed in itself, does not create another, this time a spiritual Jewish ghetto, doesn’t separate itself from local Body of the Messiah, and, on the contrary, tends to unity, to fraternal cooperation and fellowship, for mutual enrichment and directly declares that it’s (the movement) not only has something to give to other congregations and churches in the Body of Messiah, but also needs their help and support.

It is very frustrating for the enemy, and he is doing everything to isolate the Jewish New Testament movement and intimidate: intimidate Messianic Jews with anti-Semitism, prejudice and lack of understanding from the church and intimidate church representatives with prejudices that cooperation with Messianic believers will strike the unity of the church, bring in their ministry Jewish legalism, distort the doctrines and so on and so forth.
But, thank God, no attack, no intimidation, no slander, which also extends, have not yet stopped cooperation between the various messianic congregations and churches of different denominations and unions of Ukraine that is gradually growing deeper.


